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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF TOMMIE LOUISE
CAUDLE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| ask for the House’s attention to recognize
the 100th birthday of Tommie Louise Caudle.

Ms. Caudle was born on June 5, 1919 to
J.H. Caudle and Sallie White Caudle in
Sylacauga, Alabama. She graduated from
Sylacauga High School in 1937 and started
working at Southern Bell Telephone as a tele-
phone operator at age 16.

She attended Judson College her freshman
year during which she was a member of Bap-
tist Young People’s Union. She also attended
the University of Alabama. Ms. Caudle worked
for South Central Bell until she retired in 1974.

Madam Speaker, please join me in wishing
Ms. Caudle a happy 100th birthday.

——————

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN THOMAS E.
FUSSELL, JR.

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize today’s guest chaplain, Chaplain
Thomas E. Fussell, Jr., and welcome him to
the United States House of Representatives.

Chaplain Fussell, a major in the United
States Air Force, is currently assigned to the
45th Space Wing, stationed at Patrick Air
Force Base in Brevard County, Florida. The
duties of the 45th Space Wing—including sup-
porting the Department of Defense (DOD), the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA), and commercial manned and un-
manned space programs at Patrick Air Force
Base—are critical to the success of space pro-
grams operating out of Cape Canaveral.

As Deputy Wing Chaplain to the 45th Space
Wing, Chaplain Fussell advises commanders
and first sergeants, ensures the free exercise
of religion, and provides spiritual care, moral
and ethical advice, and pastoral care and
counseling to all military personnel and their
families. Along with other chaplains serving in
the Space Command, he is part of the spiritual
backbone of American operations in space.

Chaplain Fussell received his Master of Di-
vinity degree from Asbury Theological Semi-
nary in 2000. In 2004, he was ordained as an
elder in the South Georgia Conference and, in
2005, he commissioned as a chaplain.

In light of his many years of service, | am
thankful that Chaplain Fussell could be with us
today and offer a prayer in anticipation of Me-
morial Day. May the Lord bless all the brave
men and women in uniform who have given
their lives to protect our great nation, the
United States of America.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, on May 22,
2019, | was unable to vote due to a classified
briefing. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 222.

RECOGNIZING LAVEDA BROWN
HON. BILL FLORES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. FLORES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Laveda Brown of Waco, Texas,
who is retiring as the president of the Cen-Tex
African American Chamber of Commerce.

Laveda comes from a strong business back-
ground and knows the value of hard work.
Prior to joining the chamber, Laveda worked
as a Procurement Specialist/Business Consult-
ant at McLennan Community College Small
Business Center and the Caruth Small Busi-
ness Development Center at Abilene Christian
University.

Her successful history of business develop-
ment made her a compelling choice to lead
the Cen-Tex African American Chamber of
Commerce. Laveda’s many years of experi-
ence in minority business certification, pur-
chasing, economic development, and govern-
ment contracting has helped her provide many
small businesses with the tools to succeed.

When Laveda assumed leadership of the
Chamber in 2007, its membership hovered
around 30 members and numbers were dwin-
dling quickly. Thanks to her efforts, member-
ship is now above 250 members and their fi-
nancial support has expanded dramatically.

Some of her biggest contributions, however,
go beyond numbers. Under Laveda’s direction,
the chamber opened Esther’'s Closet, an initia-
tive to assist unemployed women by providing
interview and workplace clothing at no cost.
Additionally, Esther's Closet assists with re-
sume writing, interview skills, job performance,
and financial management. Since its grand
opening in 2016, Esther's Closet has helped
more than 400 individuals and provided more
than 5,000 outfits.

In addition to her chamber duties, Laveda
has been a member of many organizations in-
cluding the Waco Education Alliance, the
Baylor Research and Innovation Collaborative,
the City of Waco Policy Academy, and the
Junior League Advisory Committee. She also
served on the boards of the City of Waco Pub-
lic Improvement and Development, the Texas
Partnership for Out of School Time, and the
YMCA of Central Texas. She was also the
Vice President of the Texas Association of Af-
rican American Chambers of Commerce.

She is a person of great courage, faith, in-
sight and wisdom who has a very unselfish
and loving spirit. She has dedicated her life to
sharing her wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence to enlightening and motivating those
around her to do their best. Laveda has a way
of getting others to see the big picture and to
overcome their differences in order to work to-
gether for the common good of all. Her great-
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est gift is her passion for encouraging and em-
powering others.

Madam Speaker, | would like to thank
Laveda Brown for her many years of impactful
service to our Central Texas community. |
wish her the best in her future endeavors and
look forward to seeing the Cen-Tex African
American Chamber of Commerce’s continued
success.

| have requested that a United States flag
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol to recog-
nize the community service and accomplish-
ments of Laveda Brown.

| urge all Americans to continue praying for
our country, for our veterans, for our military
men and women who protect us, and for our
first responders who keep us safe at home.

————

IN HONOR OF REVEREND FRAN
HAYES FOR HER EXEMPLARY
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY OF
DEARBORN

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Reverend Fran Hayes for
her tireless work in service of the residents of
Dearborn, Michigan. She has been an instru-
mental member of the community as the head
of the Dearborn Area Interfaith Network.

Reverend Fran Hayes has served the Dear-
born community for 22 years as the pastor of
Littlefield Presbyterian Church. A graduate of
Princeton Theological Seminary, Reverend
Hayes dedicated her career to celebrating di-
versity of faith and culture. As the head of the
Dearborn Area Interfaith Network; she has
made a concerted effort to celebrate the vi-
brant, diverse community of Dearborn by
building deep relationships between Christians
and Muslims. Under her leadership, the
church has engaged in deliberate efforts to
educate parishioners in Islamic scripture
through interfaith programs and activities.

Reverend Hayes’ work represents a cele-
bration of creed and culture. A staunch advo-
cate for diversity, Reverend Hayes leaves a
legacy of inclusivity and justice through her
continued efforts to transcend barriers of faith
and culture. We thank Reverend Hayes for her
commitment to embracing people of all faiths
and cultures and we congratulate her on her
retirement. Her dedicated leadership will be
missed, but we wish her good health and
every happiness in her retirement years.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Reverend Fran Hayes for her
exemplary service to Dearborn. Her work cele-
brating diversity of faith is worthy of com-
mendation.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE LAFAYETTE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

HON. JOHN W. ROSE
OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 23, 2019
Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the Lafay-
ette Church of Christ in honor of their 150th
anniversary on June 19, 2019.
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